The Book of Giants 


By Maximus Thorne, Host of Undisclosed Archives 


Introduction: The Book of Giants is an ancient text that delves into the story 
of the Giants, offspring of fallen angels (Watchers) and human women, and 
their ultimate downfall. 


Section 1: The Descent of the Watchers: 


The Watchers, led by Shemihaza(Azazel), descend to Earth with the 
intention of taking human wives. The Book of Enoch records their descent: 
"And they said to one another: 'Come,|let us choose for ourselves wives from 
the daughters of men... And they began to go in to them and defile 
themselves with them..." (1 Enoch 6:1-2). The Book of Jubilees adds: "And 
they took unto themselves wives, and everyone chose for himself one, and 
they began to go in unto them..." (Jubilees 5:1). 


Section 2: The Birth of the Giants: 


The Giants are born with enormous size. As noted in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls: "And their height was three hundred cubits..." (4Q530, frag. 2, col. 
2), translating to approximately 515.4 feet(157.5 meters). The Book of 
Jubilees also describes the size of the Giants:"And the giants were great and 
powerful, and their height was three thousand ells..." (Jubilees 7:24). 


Section 3: The Names of the Giants: 


Notable Giants include: 
e Gilgamesh (Gilgamos): Height of 343.6 feet (200 cubits) 
e Hobabis (Obizithon): Height of 257.7 feet (150 cubits) 
e Mahaway 
e Ohya 
e Hahya 


Section 4: The Corruption of Humanity: 


The Giants corrupt humanity and spread sin. The text describes their 
actions: "They corrupted the earth and 
committed fornication with the daughters of men..." (4Q530, frag. 3, col. 1). 
The Book of Jubilees elaborates: "They began to sin against birds and beasts 
and reptiles and fish, and to devour one another's flesh and drink the 
blood..." (Jubilees 7:23). 


Section 5: The Dream of Mahaway: 


Mahaway, a Giant, has a troubling prophetic vision: "Mahaway saw a 
tree being uprooted, except for a single root, and a man came out of it and 
burned it with fire..." (Book of Giants, Chapter 6). This vision foreshadows 
the impending destruction and the removal of the corruption. 


Section 6: The Giants' Plea to Enoch: 


The Giants send envoys to Enoch, seeking the interpretation of their 
disturbing dreams: "The giants sent [two of their number] to Enoch... asking 
about their dreams..." (Book of Giants,Chapter 11). 


Section 7: Enoch's Response: 


Enoch delivers a grim prophecy to the Giants:"You have done evil... 
your days are numbered..." (Book of Giants, Chapter 13). He also condemns 
their actions: "Why have you left the high, holy, and eternal heaven, and lain 
with women, and defiled yourselves with the daughters of men?" (1 Enoch 
12:4). In the Book of Jubilees, Enoch is described as delivering a similar 
message: "And he said unto them: "Why have you left the high, holy, and 
eternal heaven, and lain with women...""(Jubilees 5:5). 


Section 8: The Giants' Second Appeal: 


The Giants make a second plea for mercy: "The giants sent another 
message to Enoch, pleading for mercy..."(Book of Giants, Chapter 16). 


Section 9: The Divine Judgment: 


God pronounces the fate of the Giants:"The giants who are produced 
from the spirits and flesh shall be called evil spirits upon the earth..." (1 
Enoch 15:8-9). The Book of Jubilees reinforces this: "The giants shall be 
called evil spirits on the earth, and they shall be called demons..." (Jubilees 
10:6). 


Section 10: The Great Flood: 


The divine judgment culminates in the Great Flood, which is also 
recorded in Genesis: "The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the 
human race had become on the earth... So the LORD said, I will wipe from 
the face of the earth the human race I have created...""(Genesis 6:5-7). The 
Book of Enoch adds detail: "And the Lord said: 'The end of all flesh is come 
before me... the earth is filled with violence..." (1 Enoch 10:4-6). The Book 
of Jubilees expands: "And the Lord said: 'I will destroy all flesh from off the 
earth..." (Jubilees 5:6). 


Section 11: The Destruction and Aftermath: 


The Giants are destroyed in the Flood, and their spirits become 
malevolent: "The giants were killed, and their spirits became evil spirits on 
the earth..." (Book of Giants, Chapter 18). The earth is then restored to its 
original state: "The earth was restored to its original state... the corruption of 
the giants was removed..." (Book of Giants,Chapter 19). Jubilees describes 
this restoration: "And the Lord sent forth the rain on the earth for forty days 
and forty nights..." (Jubilees 5:25). 


Section 12: Enoch's Message to the Watchers: 


Enoch writes to the Watchers, condemning them for their corruption of 
humanity: "Enoch wrote a letter to the Watchers, condemning them for their 
corruption of humanity..." (Book of Giants, Chapter 16). The Watchers are 
desolate: "The Watchers mourned, knowing their doom was sealed..." (Book 
of Giants, Chapter 17). The Book of Enoch recounts: "And they said: "We 
have sinned..."" (1 Enoch 13:1). 


Section 13: The Imprisonment of the Watchers: 


The Watchers are bound and cast into darkness: "The Lord said to 
Raphael, ‘Bind Azazel hand and foot, and cast him into the darkness..." (1 
Enoch 10:4). Jubilees also describes their punishment: "And all the sons of 
men were consumed and destroyed... and the Watchers were bound and cast 
into the abyss..." (Jubilees 10:9). 


Section 14: The Final Judgment: 


The final judgment is decreed: "I will destroy all the wicked from the 
face of the earth..." (1 Enoch 10:12). Jubilees reinforces this: "And the Lord 
said: 'I will destroy all flesh from off the earth..."" (Jubilees 5:6). 


Conclusion: The Book of Giants concludes with a moral lesson: "Beware the 
corruption of the giants... follow the path of righteousness..." (Book of 
Giants, Chapter 20). 


Epilogue: The story of the Giants serves as a cautionary tale: "A warning to 
humanity of the consequences of sin... a reminder of God's justice..." (Book 
of Giants, Chapter 20). 


Appendix: The Names of the Giants Additional names include: 
e Gilgamesh (Gilgamos) 

e Hobabis (Obizithon) 

e Mahaway 

e Ohya 

e Hahya 


Appendix: The Names of the Watchers Additional names include: 
e Shemihaza (Azazel) 

e Araqiel 

e Ramiel 

e Kokabiel 

e Tamiel 

e Ramuel 

e Asael 


Sources: 

e Dead Sea Scrolls: 1Q23-24, 2Q26, 4Q530-533, 6Q8 
e Manichean Texts: Book of the Giants, Chapters 1-20 
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e Genesis: Genesis 6:1-7 (NIV or other versions) 

e Jubilees: Jubilees 5:1-6, 7:23-24, 10:6-9 


Translations: 

e DSS: García Martínez, F. (1996). The Dead Sea Scrolls Translated. E.J. 
Brill. 

e Manichean Texts: Orbeck, A. (1967). The Book of the Giants. Journal 
of the Royal Asiatic Society. 

e Book of Enoch: Charles, R. H. (1912). The Book of Enoch. Oxford 
University Press. 

e Jubilees: Charles, R. H. (1902). The Book of Jubilees. Oxford 
University Press. 


Additional Notes: 

e Conversions used: 
1 Cubit = 20.6 inches (Ancient Egyptian Royal Cubits) 
1 Ell = About 1 Cubit. 


¢ Ethiopian Enoch (1 Enoch): Extensively used in Ethiopian 
Christianity, adds context to the Watchers’ and Giants’ narrative. 


e Book of the Watchers: Offers detailed accounts of the Watchers' 
descent and their subsequent actions. 


e Book of Parables (1 Enoch 37-71): Provides eschatological insights 
that complement the Book of Giants' themes. 


This version integrates additional elements from the Book of Jubilees and 
relevant Ethiopian traditions to provide a fuller picture of the Giants' story. 


Below are the Book of Giants fragments from the Dead Sea Scrolls: 


Book of Giants -- Reconstructed Texts 


A summary statement of the descent of the wicked angels, bringing both 
knowledge and havoc. Compare Genesis 6: 1-2, 4. 


1Q23 Frag.9+14+15 2/ ... ] they knew the secrets of [...] 3[.. 
. sijn was great in the earth[...] 4]... ] and they killed manY 
[..]5[... they begat] giants[... ] 


The angels exploit the fruifulness of the earth. 


4Q531 Frag. 3 2[ ... everything that the] earth produced [... ] 

[...] the great fish[...] 14[ ... ] the sky with all that grew[... ] 
15[ . . . fruit of] the earth and all kinds of grain and all the trees[... 
| 16[... ] beasts and reptiles . . . [al]l creeping things of the earth 
and they observed all [... ] |8[...eve]ry harsh deed and[... | 
utterance [... ]19[...] male and female, and among humans [... ] 


The two hundred angels choose animals on which to perform unnatural acts, 
including, presumably, humans. 


1Q23 Frag.1+6[...two hundred] 2donkeys, two hundred asses, 
two hundred . . . rams of the] 3flock, two hundred goats, two 
hundred [ . . . beast of the] 4field from every animal, from every 
[bird...]5[...] for miscegenation[... | 


The outcome of the demonic corruption was violence, perversion, and a 
brood of monstrous beings. Compare Genesis 6:4. 


4Q531 Frag. 2[... ] they defiled[...]2[... they begot] giants 
and monsters[... | 3]... ] they begot, and, behold, all [the earth 
was corrupted... ]4[... ] with its blood and by the hand of [ .. . | 
5[giant's] which did not suffice for them and[...] 6[ ... ] and they 
were seeking to devour many[...]|7[...]8[... ] the monsters 
attacked it. 


4Q532 Col. 2 Frags. 1-6 2[...]flesh[... ] 3al[l...] monsters 
[...]willbe[...]4[... ] they would arise [... ] lacking in true 
knowledge [...] because[...]5[... ] the earth [grew 

corrupt... ] mighty [...] 6[...] they were considering [... ] 
7[...] from the angels upon[... | 8[... ] 1n the end it will perish 
and die [ ... ] 9... ] they caused great corruption in the [earth ... ] 
[ ... this did not] suffice to [ . . . ] "they will be[... ] 


The giants begin to be troubled by a series of dreams and visions. Mahway, 
the titan son of the angel Barakel, reports the first of these dreams to his 
fellow giants. He sees a tablet being immersed in water. When it emerges, all 
but three names have been washed away. The dream evidently symbolizes the 
destruction of all but Noah and his sons by the Flood. 


2Q26 [... ] they drenched the tablet in the wa[ter...] 2]... ] the 
waters went up over the [tablet ... | 3[ ... ] they lifted out the tablet 
from the water of [... | 


The giant goes to the others and they discuss the dream. 


4Q530 Frag.7 | . . . this vision] is for cursing and sorrow. I am the 
one who confessed 2[ . . . | the whole group of the castaways that I 
shall go to[...]3[... the spirits of the sl]ain complaining about 
their killers and crying out 4[ . . . | that we shall die together and be 
made an end of [ ... | much and I will be sleeping, and bread 

6[ ... | for my dwelling; the vision and also [ . . . ] entered into the 
gathering of the giants 8[ ... | 


6Q8 [ ... ] Ohya and he said to Mahway [... ] 2[ .. . ] without 
trembling. Who showed you all this vision, [my] brother? 3[ ... ] 
Barakel, my father, was with me. 4[ ... | Before Mahway had 
finished telling what [he had seen... ] 5[ .. . said] to him, Now I 
have heard wonders! If a barren woman gives birth |... | 


4Q530 Frag. 4 3[There]upon Ohya said to Ha[hya...]4[... to be 
destroyed] from upon the earth and[... | 5[... the ea|rth. When 
6[ ... | they wept before [the giants ... | 


4Q530 Frag. 7 3[ ... | your strength [...] 4]... ] 5Thereupon 
Ohya [said] to Hahya[... ] Then he answered, It is not for 6us, but 
for Azaiel, for he did [ . . . the children of] angels 7are the giants, 
and they would not let all their poved ones] be neglected [. . . we 
have] not been cast down; you have strength [... | 


The giants realize the futility of fighting against the forces of heaven. The 
first speaker may be Gilgamesh. 


4Q531 Frag. 1 3[ ... Iam a] giant, and by the mighty strength of 
my arm and my own great strength 4[ . . . any|one mortal, and I have 
made war against them; but I am not[... | able to stand against 
them, for my opponents 6[ . . . | reside in [Heav]en, and they dwell 
in the holy places. And not 7[ . . . they] are stronger than I. 8[ ... ] 
of the wild beast has come, and the wild man they call [me]. 


9[ ... |] Then Ohya said to him, I have been forced to have a dream [ 
... | the sleep of my eyes [vanished], to let me see a vision. Now I 
know that on[... ] 11-12[...] Gilgamesh [... ] 


Ohya's dream vision is of a tree that is uprooted except for three of its roots; 
the vision's import is the same as that of the first dream. 


6Q8 Frag. 2 Ithree of its roots [ ... | [while] I was [ watching, | 
there came [... they moved the roots into] 3this garden, all of them, 
and not[... ] 


Ohya tries to avoid the implications of the visions. Above he stated that it 
referred only to the demon Azazel; here he suggests that the destruction isfor 
the earthly rulers alone. 


4Q530 Col. 2 Iconcerns the death of our souls [ . . . | and all his 
comrades, [and Oh]ya told them what Gilgamesh said to him 2[ .. . | 
and it was said [ . . . ] "concerning [ .. . | the leader has cursed the 
potentates" 3and the giants were glad at his words. Then he turned 
and left[... | 


More dreams afflict the giants. The details of this vision are obscure, but it 
bodes ill for the giants. The dreamers speak first to the monsters, then to the 
giants. 


Thereupon two of them had dreams 4and the sleep of their eye, fled 
from them, and they arose and came to [| . . . and told] their dreams, 
and said in the assembly of [their comrades] the monsters 6[ . . . In] 
my dream I was watching this very night 7[and there was a garden. . 
. | gardeners and they were watering 8[ . . . two hundred trees and] 
large shoots came out of their root 9[ . . . ] all the water, and the fire 
burned all 10[the garden .. . | They found the giants to tell them 
11[the dream... ] 


Someone suggests that Enoch be found to interpret the vision. 


[ .. . to Enoch] the noted scribe, and he will interpret for us 12the 
dream. Thereupon his fellow Ohya declared and said to the giants, 
13I too had a dream this night, O giants, and, behold, the Ruler of 
Heaven came down to earth 14[ ... ] and such is the end of the 
dream. [Thereupon] all th e giants [and monsters! grew afraid 15and 
called Mahway. He came to them and the giants pleaded with him 


and sent him to Enoch 16[the noted scribe]. They said to him, Go 
[...]| to you that 17[ ...] you have heard his voice. And he said to 
him, He will [ ... and] interpret the dreams [...] Col. 3 3[... ] 
how long the giants have to live. [... ] 


After a cosmic journey Mahway comes to Enoch and makes his request. 


[ .. . he mounted up in the air] 4like strong winds, and flew with his 
hands like ea[gles . . . he left behind] 5the inhabited world and 
passed over Desolation, the great desert [ . . . ] 6and Enoch saw him 
and hailed him, and Mahway said to him [... ] 7hither and thither a 
second time to Mahway [ .. . The giants awaig 8 your words, and all 
the monsters of the earth. If [ ... ] has been carried [ . . . ] 9from the 
days of [...] their [ . . . ] and they will be added [ ... ] 10[...] we 
would know from you their meaning [... ] l1[... two hundred 
trjees that from heaven [came down... | 


Enoch sends back a tablet with its grim message of judgment, but with hope 
for repentance. 


4Q530 Frag. 2 The scribe [Enoch... | 2[ ... ] 3a copy of the 
second tablet that [Epoch] se[nt... | 4in the very handwriting of 
Enoch the noted scribe [ . . . In the name of God the great] Sand holy 
one, to Shemihaza and all [his companions . . . | 6let it be known to 
you that not [... | 7and the things you have done, and that your 
wives [... | 8they and their sons and the wives of [their sons... ] 
9by your licentiousness on the earth, and there has been upon you [ . 
. . and the land is crying out] 10and complaining about you and the 
deeds of your children [... | 11the harm that you have done to it. [ . 
. . | 12until Raphael arrives, behold, destruction [is coming, a great 
flood, and it will destroy all living things] 13and whatever is in the 
deserts and the seas. And the meaning of the matter [| . . . ] 14upon 
you for evil. But now, loosen the bonds bi[nding you to evil... ] 
ISand pray. 


A fragment apparently detailing a vision that Enoch saw. 


4Q531 Frag. 7 3[ ... great fear] seized me and I fell on my face; I 
heard his voice[... ] 4]... ] he dwelt among human beings but he 
did not learn from them [... | 


4Q530 

Frs. 2, 6-12 

II... about the death of our soul. And all his colleagues entered and 
[OJhiyah explained them what Gilgamesh had told him and H[o]babis 
roared and [j]udgement was pronounced on him. And the guilty cursed 
the princes, but the giants rejoiced over him and he was curs[ed] again 
[and accep ]ted it. Then two of them dreamed dreams and the sleep of 
their eyes fled from them... and they ro[se and op]ened their eyes and 
they went to [Shemihaza, their father. Then] he told a story in the 
congregation of [their co]lleagues, the Nephilin: ... I saw [a wonder] in 
my dream that night. [Behold a big garden was planted with all kinds of 
trees.] There were there gardeners and they were watering [ev]ery tree 
in [that] garden... Many [roo]ts grew out of their stock. [And out of one 
tree grew] three shoots. I was looking until tongues of fire [came down] 
from [heaven]. I was [looking] until the ... was covered with all the water 
and the fire devoured all [the trees] of the whole orchard. But it did not 
[devour the tree and its shoots on] the land whe[n it was destroyed] ... 
Here is the end of the dream... [And] the giants were unable to explain 
[the] dre[am]. [And he said...] You will give this [dr]eam [to Eno]ch, the 
interpreter scribe, that he might interpret to us the dream. vacat Then 
Ohiyah, his brother, answered and said before the giants, I, too, saw a 
wonder in my dream this night. Behold the Ruler of heaven descended 
to earth and thrones were set and the great Holy One sat. [Hundreds 
and hundred]s were ministering to Him. Thousands and thousands... 
stood b[e]fore Him. And behold, [boo]ks were opened and judgement 
was pronounced and the judgement... [was writ]ten and a signature 

was signed. And [the Great one reigns] over all the living and flesh and 
over [all those who rul]le. Here is the end of the dream. vacat [And 
behold] all the giants were terrified [and] c[al]led Mahawai and he 
came to the co[ng]regation of [the Nephilin(?)] And the giants sent him 
to Enoch... and said to him, Go [to him...] previously you listened to his 
voice and say to him that he should expl[ain to you the inter[pretation of 
the dreams and that all should rest [w]ith those who hunger strongly 


after it 

4Q531 

Fr. 22 

...[I showed myself] mighty and by the power of my strong arm and by 
the vigour of my might [I rose against aJll flesh and made war on them. 
But I... not... [fi]nd ... to strengthen (me), for my adversaries, [the angels 
of heave]n dwell [in heave]n and they abide in the holy places and [I 
will] not... [for the]y are more powerful than I. vacat ... of wild beasts 
came and the country people cried... And Ohiyah spoke to him thus. 
My dream has depressed [me] and [the sl]eep of my eyes [fled from 
me] for looking at the [vis]ion. Behold I know that I cannot sleep and 
cannot hasten for them... [Then Gil]gamesh said, Your [dr]eam... 

An Admonition Associated with the Flood 

(4Q370, 4Q185) 

4Q370 is a rewritten account of the Noah story based on Genesis vi-ix; 
two fragmentary columns have survived, only the first of which is 
suitable for translation. Palaeographically, it is said to be late 
Hasmonaean, i.e. from the first half of the first century BCE, but the 
composition itself is pre-Qumran. Both the Tetragram and the divine 
name ‘el are used. The badly damaged column 11 switches from 
narrative to ethics and exhortation. Part of it can be reconstructed with 
the help of 4Q185. 

For the editio princeps of 4Q370, see Carol A. Newsom, DJD, XIX, 
85-97. 

4Q370 (4Q185) 

I [And] He crowned the mountains with pro[duce] and poured food on 
them, and he satisfied every soul with good fruit. ‘Whoever does my 
will, let him eat and be satisfied’, says [the Lo]rd. ‘And let them bless 
[my holy] name. But, behold, they have done what is wicked in my 
eyes,’ said the Lord. They rebelled (?) against God through their 
ac[tio|ns, and the Lord judged them according to all their ways, and 
according to the thoughts of the inclination of their [evil] hearts. And He 
thundered at them in [His] power, and all the foundations of the earth 
[tr]embled, [and the wa]ters burst forth from the abysses. All the 
windows of heaven opened, and all the abyss[es] overflowed [with] 
mighty waters. And the windows of heaven [emptied out] rain and He 


destroyed them by the Flood... Therefore everything [perished] on the 
dry land; and men, beasts, birds and winged creatures [died]. And the 
g[iant]s did not escape 

... And God made [a sign... and] set His bow [in the cloud] that He 
might remember the covenant... [that there might no more be on earth] 
waters of flood... and that the mass of waters [might not be let loo]se... 
II (combined with 4Q185) ... their wickedness when they know (how to 
distinguish) bet[ween good and evil... For behold], they sprout forth 
[like grass], but a shadow are their days o[n the earth. And now pray 
hearken to me, my people; heed me, O you Simple for from 
everlasting] to everlasting he will have mercy... the might of the Lord. 
Remember the mira[cles which he did in Egypt and his marvels in the 
land of Ham. Let your heart shake] because of fear of him, and [your] 
soul will rejoice according to his good graces... 

The Ages of the Creation 

(4Q180) 

A badly worn manuscript from Cave 4(4Q180) has been published 
under this title by J. M. Allegro. Its decipherment and interpretation 
have been further improved by J. Strugnell and J. T. Milik. The only 
section yielding coherent sense deals with the myth of the fallen angels 
and the daughters of men, which is based on Genesis vi, 1-4, and fully 
developed in 1 Enoch. If Milik’s reconstruction is correct, the work 
presents human history as divided into seventy weeks of years (70 x 7 
years), the first ten of which cover the period from Noah to Abraham. 
The manuscript is claimed by Strugnell to belong to the first century 
CE. 

For the editio princeps, see J. M. Allegro and A. A. Anderson, DJD, 

V, 77-9; cf. J. Strugnell, RQ 7 (1970,) 252-4;J. T. Milik, JJS 23 (1972), 
110-24. 

Interpretation concerning the ages made by God, all the ages for the 
accomplishment [of all the events, past] and future. Before ever He 
created them, He determined the works of ... age by age. And it was 
engraved on [heavenly] tablets... the ages of their domination. This is 
the order of the cre[ation of man from Noah to Abraham, unJtil he begot 
Isaac; ten [weeks (of years)]. 

And the interpretation concerns Azazel and the angels who [came to 


the daughters of men; and] they bore to them giants. And concerning 
Azazel ... and iniquity, and to cause them all to inherit wickedness... 
judgements and judgement of the congregation. 


